
 

2019 SpainOverview 
9-day adventure starting in Madrid during Pride; then sail the lush Douro 
River Valley with its enchanting towns and celebrated wines of 
Portugal. (Early Booking Rates Expire March 31, 2018) 

 
Madrid, Spain 

Indulge your passion for food, history, and music as you discover the warmth of 
Portugal and Spain. Experience the “sunny side” of Europe, starting in radiant 
Madrid, then follow the Douro River through Spain and into Portugal. Feel the 

warm sun on your skin as you cruise past terraced hills, quaint villages and acres 
of ripe vineyards. From taking in a traditional flamenco show to memorable local 
food and wine tastings, this all-gay Brand g cruise and tour gives you the very 

best of the region. Cruise through the UNESCO-designated Douro Valley, where 
grapes have been grown for 2,000 years. Visit picturesque quintas and meet the 
winemakers who run them. In Porto, where the Douro River meets the Atlantic 

Ocean, explore architectural  wonders, shop the bustling Rua de Santa Catarina 
and sip the city’s storied port wines at its preeminent cellars. Travel overland 
through the countryside and stop in Coimbra, Portugal’s third-largest city and 

birthplace of six of the country’s kings. 

 
Porto, Portugal 

Reward your inner explorer with Portugal & the Douro River, an all gay adventure 



that blends captivating cities, picturesque villages and unparalleled scenic 
cruising through this less-traveled corner of Europe. It’s the perfect combination 

of inspiring places and rich history in the comfort of an all-gay environment. 
Package Includes: 

• 2 nights hotel accommodation in InterContinental Madrid (or similar), with daily buffet 
breakfast and complimentary wireless internet. 

• Half-day guided city tour of Madrid including visits of the Royal Palace and the Prado 
Museum. 

• Transfer from Madrid to ship in Vega de Terron, with stop in picturesque Salamanca. 
• Experience multiple Unesco World Heritage sites. 
• 6 nights deluxe cruise accommodation. 
• Life enriching tours and excursion. 
• State-of-the-art portable audio-headset system on all excursions. 
• Gourmet dining with all meals included during your cruise. 
• Complimentary free-flowing beverages onboard, including wine, beer, spirits, coffee, tea, 

mineral water and soft drinks. 
• Bottled water in every stateroom replenished daily. 
• Complimentary Wireless Internet in all public areas. 
• Welcome Dinner and Farewell Cocktail Party & Dinner. 
• Onboard special highlights including cultural performances, educational discussion 

forums, theme dinners and ship tour. 
• Transfer from ship to Porto airport. 
• Optional 2-night post cruise extension in Lisbon. 

Itinerary 

 
 

•   Day 1 – July 5, 2019  Madrid, Spain  Welcome to Madrid! Our guides will meet 

you at the airport to assist with your transfer to the Westin Palace Hotel or similar, conveniently 
located in the heart of Madrid. After settling in to the hotel make the most of the remainder of your 

day by exploring the city on your own and taking in the many festivities of Madrid Gay Pride.  

•   Day 2 – July 6, 2019  Madrid  

•   Day 3 – July 7, 2019  Madrid / Salamanca / Barca d'Alva, Portugal (Embarkation)  

•   Day 4 – July 8, 2019  Barca d'Alva, Portugal  

•   Day 5 – July 9, 2019  Pinahao  

•   Day 6 – July 10, 2019  Regua  

•   Day 7 – July 11, 2019  Regua/Porto Antigo  

http://www.brandgvacations.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/map.jpg


•   Day 8 – July 12, 2019  Porto  

•           Day 9 – July 13, 2019  Porto (Disembarkation) 

 

Ship Accommodations 

 

CroisiEurope is a family-owned company that has been in operation since 1976. As 
Europe’s largest and most experienced river cruise line, passengers will encounter warm 
hospitality, gourmet cuisine, comfortable accommodations, and well-executed shore 
excursions. 

The MS Miguel Torga is at home in the beautiful Douro Valley, Portugal’s revered wine 
region. A ship designed specifically for serene river cruising, the panoramic windows and 
spacious sun deck of the Miguel Torga provide guests with a perfect platform to discover 
and be immersed in this idyllic region. It is spacious and bright with a passenger capacity of 
132 with 66 cabins. Once on board, you will find all of the amenities and comforts which 
distinguish CroisiEurope’s fleet, and the outstanding and friendly service which is the 
trademark of the staff and crew. 

Year built: 2017 
Length: 262 feet 
Width: 36 feet 
Number of cabins: 66 
Capacity: 132 passengers 

Amenities: All cabins are equipped with air-conditioning, central heating, bathroom with 
shower, satellite TV, safe, hairdryers, 220 V electrical outlets — and each gives you a view 
of the river. 

The MS Miguel Torga offers a lounge for your enjoyment and relaxation. Free Wi-Fi is 
available in the reception and lounge. The sun deck, with chaise lounges, offers panoramic 
views and a large 258 square foot pool. 

 



 

 

Land Accommodations 

 

The InterContinental - Madrid 

The InterContinental Madrid hotel is a cosmopolitan retreat that opens up the real charm 
and passion of this vibrant city. Salamanca's high-end fashion boutiques are a short 
distance from the hotel, as are Madrid's world-class museums. 

Enjoy two included nights (July 5 & 6) as part of the main program. Additional pre-nights 
are available for $245 per room per night based on double occupancy, or $267 single 
occupancy. 



Dom Pedro Palace - Lisbon 

A five star luxury Lisbon hotel ideally located in Amoreiras, the heart of the city. Modern 
architecture and classic décor contribute to the special beauty of The Dom Pedro Palace, 
offering stunning uninterrupted views of the city of Lisbon including the Tagus River, the 
famous bridges, the castle of São Jorge and its skyline. Its location is within east access to 
Lisbon’s superb transport system, tram or underground, quickly and easily enabling one to 
reach and visit the many tourist attractions Lisbon has to offer.  

Two nights accommodations are included with the optional Lisbon post-cruise program. 
Additional nights are available for $220 per room per night double or single occupancy. 

 

Add-Ons 

 

Lisbon Optional Post-Cruise Tour – July 13–15 

$749 per person double occupancy 

$999 Single occupancy 

 

Day 1 – July 13 

Disembark the Miguel Tortuga and board luxury motor coaches bound for Lisbon. Enroute we stop 

at the Sanguinhal Wine Estate, remarkably known for its great wines and historical beauty. This visit 

includes an expert guided tour of the vineyards, a visit to the ancient pressing-room with its stone 

and wood manual wine press, the old distillery, the aging cellar of liquor, wines and brandies, and 

finally wine tasting, hors d’oeuvres, and a traditional lunch from the region. 

Following lunch, we proceed to Óbidos, which a well-preserved example of medieval architecture: 

with Roman and Moorish heritage. This delightful town of white houses adorned with bougainvilleas 

and honeysuckle is entirely surrounded by medieval walls and is forbidden to car traffic. Our visit to 

Óbidos includes a walking tour and a tasting of the local traditional cherry liquor. 

We continue to Lisbon, where we check into the well-located Dom Pedro Palace. The evening is 

yours to relax, or to explore the city. (B/L) 

 

Day 2 – July 14 

Today we enjoy a half-day city tour of Lisbon, beginning in the Castle District. The hilltop citadel of 

Castelo de São Jorge (Saint George Castle) is a fascinating place to contemplate Lisbon’s long 



history. This national monument occupies a privileged area of the old medieval citadel and consists 

of the castle, ruins of the former royal palace and part of the neighborhood for the elite. 

Next we proceed to the Belém Quarter, from where many of the great Portuguese explorers 

embarked on their voyages of discovery. It is here that we’ll visit two of the most cherished historic 

buildings in the country: the Jerónimos Monastery and the Belém Tower. Both are UNESCO World 

Heritage Sites. Also, here stands the impressive Discoveries Monument “Padrão dos 

Descobrimentos”, a contemporary monument to the Golden Age of Discovery that soars over the 

riverfront. 

Following the tour, remain in the city center, or return to the hotel for an afternoon at your leisure. 

At around 5:30pm we’ll gather at the hotel for a farewell cocktail reception. (B/Farewell cocktail) 

 

Day 3 – July 15 

Today is departure day and your transfer to the Lisbon airport is included. (B) 

 

Additional pre or post hotel nights 

Madrid and Lisbon 

 

Two nights of accommodation are already included at the Madrid Intercontinental as part of the 

main program (July 5 & 6). Additional pre-nights are available for $245 per room per night based on 

double occupancy, or $267 single occupancy. 

 

Two nights accommodation at the Dom Pedro Palace are included in the optional Lisbon post 

program. Additional post nights are available for $220 per night, double or single occupancy. 

Pricing 

 

Cabin Category Price 

Grand Suite  $6,199 $5,699 



Spacious and comfortable cabin equipped with two beds, private balcony, bathroom with shower and 

bath products, telephone, satellite TV, safe, hairdryer, air-conditioning, radio and wardrobe with 

hangers. Located at the main deck it offers a panoramic view. 

 

Wait List Only 

Signature Suite  $5,499 $4,999 

Category A  $4,999 $4,499 

Category B  $4,699 $4,199 

Category C  $4,299 $3,799 

All prices in U.S. dollars and are cruise/land only. All reservations are subject to Brand g's Terms 

and Conditions. Initial deposit is $850 per person, with final payment due March 7, 2019. Price is 

per person based on double occupancy. Port fees of $199 and gratuities of $175 are additional. 

Single Supplement for Cruise is $2500, limited to categories A, B and C. 

Save $500 per person if booked by March 31, 2018. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Tips You Need To Know Before Your Cruise 

To help prepare you for your vacation, we have compiled some important tips. We encourage you to 

read this information carefully and to bring it with you as a reference during your travels. While 

traveling, please keep in mind that patience, understanding and the flexibility to adapt to a changing 

environment will enhance your vacation experience. Despite careful planning, unavoidable 

circumstances may require last minute changes to your itinerary. However, we have discovered that 

these deviations often reveal unexpected discoveries. 

 

Passports & Visas 

A valid passport is required for all Brand g charters; your passport must be valid for at least six 

months after your return. It is your responsibility to ensure your passport is valid and secure all 

required visas. In the event that you lose your passport while traveling, we recommend you 

photocopy the first pages of your passport, airline tickets, driver’s license and/or birth certificate to 

simplify and expedite the process of replacing lost documents. Keep the originals separate from the 

copies. This will make replacement easier if you lose them en route. It is also useful to carry spare 

passport photos. You may wish to scan your passport, airline tickets and credit card numbers and 

email them to yourself as attachments, so you may download copies to assist in obtaining 

replacements. 

 

What To Wear 

Comfortable, casual clothing is appropriate both onshore and on board. Jackets, ties and gowns are 

never required, however you may wish to bring something a bit dressier for one or two dinners. You 

will find a significant amount of walking over uneven terrain during your time ashore. We 

recommend comfortable walking shoes with good ankle support, as well as head covering to protect 

from the sun. At some sites, you may also be required to have knees and shoulders covered. Don’t 

forget to pack a waterproof jacket (preferably hooded) for unpredictable rain and cooler 

temperatures. 



 

Special Diets 

Please advise Brand g Vacations prior to departure if you have any special dietary requirements. We 

will make every effort possible to always accommodate your requests, however, please note that 

local conditions and seasonality can restrict our ability on occasions. 

 

Internet 

Complimentary wireless internet access (Wi-Fi) is available onboard the Poetry II. You may access 

the system using your own laptop computer or other Wi-Fi equipped device. If you don’t have your 

own device, the ship will loan you a laptop. Internet communications are slower than land based 

connections and occasionally unavailable due to signal loss resulting from the ship’s location. Front 

Desk staff will inform guests when to expect these communications black-outs. 

Please note: The Internet connection might not be available in remote areas or when transiting locks. 

Expect the connectivity speed to be slower than your home connection. 

 

Electrical Current 

The voltage in hotels and onboard ship is 220v, European standard. To use any electrical product 

from the US or Canada you will need a plug adapter. If your device is not dual voltage (220/110v), 

you will require an electrical converter. Many electronic devices have built-in electrical converters, 

however please check the manufacturer’s specifications for details. 

 

Water 

The ship has been outfitted with a sophisticated filtration system, and the tap water in each stateroom 

is safe for brushing your teeth. In addition, bottled water is provided in your stateroom for your 

comfort. 

For more questions please write :  inquiry@nowvoyager.com 

 

 
River Cruise 
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